The debate on CXR utilization and interpretation is only just beginning: a Pro/Con debate.
The CXR is the most commonly performed radiographic examination worldwide. Its ease of performance, apparent ease of interpretation and low radiation dose, alongside its great spatial resolution would suggest that it should be the first investigation performed in all patients presenting with thoracic disease. But, the advent of ever-improving multislice CT and increasing scanner availability has resulted in some patients being referred directly for scanning, bypassing the CXR. This has resulted in an inexorable rise in the number of scans performed, with an increase in patient radiation exposure and concerns among legislators and physicians that the number of scans needs to be regulated. A key role in the reduction of unnecessary scanning in patients with thoracic disease is the understanding of the place of the CXR, its ability to help in disease detection and monitoring, and its limitations.